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ested. India's loyal response to the Empire's call had afoused
a generous echo in the hearts of the British public ; and British
Ministers had solemnly pledged the Empire's gratitude.
These pledges were now more than two years old, and
while there were continual rumours of schemes to hasten
on Imperial federation, there had been no indication as to the
place which would be found for India in the new scheme. Indian
opinion, it must be remembered, was still smarting under the
treatment of Indian settlers in some parts of the Empire, and
it was widely feared that the projected adjustment of the
Imperial constitution would give the Dominions some share in
the control of Indian affairs. The long postponement of any
announcement as to the future position of India had perplexed
all   shades    of   Nationalist   opinion.
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The Moderates had recently lost two
of their most influential leaders in Mr, Gokhale and Sir
Pherozeshah Mehta, and they had no plan of campaign
ready to oppose to the Extremists, who had taken the
opportunity afforded by the delay
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to set up their own standard ol poli-
tical demand. Having thus a clear field, the Home Eule move-
ment in Madras under Mrs. Besant and the corresponding move-
ment in the Bombay Presidency under Mr. Tilak had gone ahead
very fast. Pressure had been brought to bear upon Indian
politicians of all shades of opinion, with the object of inducing
them to present a united front in support of India's claim to a
position in the Empire approximately equal to that of the Self-
Governing Dominions. Towards the end of 1916, when it had
become known that Lord Chelmsford's Government was engaged
in elaborating a scheme of post-war re-
Scheme of the Nineteen. formSj ninetem members cf the Imperial
Legislative Council had put together and published a scheme
of their own. This may be briefly described as sub-
ordinating the executive to the orders of a legis-
lature upon which was laid no responsibility for the continuance
of the work of government. At any moment the legislature
could have brought the whole administration to a standstill.
But to create a government of its own, it was to be given no